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Summary 
The Statement of Consultation accompanies the Staverton Neighbourhood Plan as submitted at 
Regulation 15 stage to South Hams District Council as the local planning authority. 
 

It meets the requirements laid down in the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 

(herein referred to as “the Regulations”) and sets out: 

 details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the plan; 

 an explanation of how consultation was carried out; 

 a summary of the main issues and concerns raised through the consultation; and 

 a description of how those issues and concerns have been considered and  addressed 
in the plan. 

The group is grateful to the district council, other bodies and the local community for their 
help and involvement in shaping the plan. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

1. This statement sets out the way in which the consultation undertaken as part of the 
Staverton Neighbourhood Plan meets the requirements of the Regulations. 

2. Staverton Parish Council is the qualifying body responsible for the preparation, consultation 
and submission of the neighbourhood plan. It has been assisted in the process by a steering group 
whose terms of reference are at https://www.staverton.org/download/draft-terms-reference-
steering-group/ and also Appendix A. 

3. The Staverton Neighbourhood Plan area has been designated as the whole of Staverton 
parish. 
 

 
LEGI
SLA
TIV
E 
FRA
ME
WO
RK 

4. P
art 5, 
para
grap
h 15 
of 
the 
Regu
latio
ns 
sets 
out the requirements for the qualifying body (Staverton Parish Council) to submit the plan to the 
local planning authority, thus: 

  15 — (1) Where a qualifying body submits a plan proposal to the local planning authority, it 
 must include – 

(a) a map or statement which identifies the area to which the proposed neighbourhood 
development plan relates; 
(b) a consultation statement; 
(c) the proposed neighbourhood development plan; and 
(d) a statement explaining how the proposed neighbourhood development plan meets the 
requirements of paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B to the 1990 Act. 

 This document fulfils requirement (b). 

5. Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations sets out what a consultation statement (such as 
this one) should contain: 

 details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the plan; 

https://www.staverton.org/download/draft-terms-reference-steering-group/
https://www.staverton.org/download/draft-terms-reference-steering-group/
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 an explanation of how consultation was carried out; 

 a summary of main issues and concerns raised through the consultation; and 

 a description of how those issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 
addressed in the plan. 

6. This statement meets those requirements. 

7. The plan must also have regard to national planning policies and be in general conformity 
with the strategic policies of the development plan for the area, which is the Plymouth and South 
West Devon Joint Local Plan (the JLP). 

THE CONTEXT FOR THE STAVERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

8. Staverton parish lies on the north bank of the River Dart in south Devon, about 3 miles 
upstream from Totnes. Although the busy A38 trunk road and A384 pass along its western and 
southern boundaries, with Ashburton, Buckfastleigh and Totnes nearby, it is a deeply rural parish 
spread over some 2,100 hectares and at the 2021 Census was home to 806 people. 

9. The parish is rich in history with a fine medieval bridge which still carries traffic 
across the Dart. The villages of Staverton and Woolston Green/Landscove are the main 
centres of population with many farmsteads and hamlets distributed across the parish. 

10. The parish experiences the social, economic and environmental pressures and 
challenges commonly associated with an attractive rural location. The local economy rests 
primarily on agriculture and tourism. Job opportunities are few and house prices are high 
which can make it hard for local people, especially the young, to afford to stay in the 
parish. To address such issues the community has decided to produce a neighbourhood 
plan which aims to protect and enhance local assets and to foster a vibrant, healthy and 
prosperous future for Staverton. 

11. The plan recognises that addressing Climate Change is of paramount importance 
and all policies have been written with this in mind. There will be a need to adapt and take 
on board more stringent guidelines as they are brought forward by government. 

12. Based on the questionnaire survey and local events the following objectives and 
vision have been established for the plan: 

 Healthy Communities – to provide facilities that promote a peaceful harmonious 
community spirit with healthy opportunities for all whilst maintaining the essence of a quiet rural 
environment. 

 Housing – to deliver a varied and balanced mix of high quality homes that meet the needs 
of current and future residents in a manner that complements the character and identity of this 
rural parish. 

 Business and enterprise – to deliver new and improved employment opportunities to help 
sustain a vibrant parish community with a balanced demographic profile that attracts and retains 
young people and working age families. 

 Design and heritage – to deliver high quality development and encourage innovative design 
that is locally sympathetic with due consideration of the heritage of the parish as a whole. 

 Natural Environment – to conserve and enhance the natural landscape and biodiversity of 
the parish, whilst improving green links and access to our green spaces for the enjoyment of 
current and future residents. 



5 

 Transport – to provide an infrastructure that supports both homes and business to thrive 
and to encourage the development of free flowing, safe and appropriate transport networks. 

 Energy efficiency and flooding – to deliver new development with high energy efficiency 
and to encourage the production of energy from a range of appropriate renewable energy 
sources. 

 

 

13. The local community has shaped the plan, as is described below, and its policies and 
priorities respond to the issues and aspirations they have raised. 

CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN 

14. Following designation of the plan area by South Hams District Council in September 
2016 (https://www.neighbourhoodplanning.swdevon.gov.uk/staverton) a neighbourhood 
plan steering group was formed to guide the process locally. 

15. Surveys and consultations were carried out during 2017-18 as the plan began to 
take shape. In particular, a community questionnaire survey was undertaken in early 
autumn 2017 and community consultation days took place in January 2017, May 2018 and 
September 2020. A housing needs survey was also conducted early in 2019. 

16. A draft version of the plan was published for consultation in January 2022. Local 
publicity included the parish website, parish magazine, local newsletters and notice boards. 
Statutory bodies were also consulted as required (Appendix B). 

17. The statutory 6 weeks consultation period ran from 29th January to 12th March. 
Q&A days took place on 29th January in Staverton Courtroom and 30th January at Victory 
Hall, Landscove. 

18. There was a good level of local response to the plan, including an extensive 
response from South Hams District Council. Separate response reports were prepared, one 
to deal with the district council’s comments and the other to cover all other 
representations. 

19. The plan has been amended in light of representations received and is now 
submitted to South Hams District Council together with associated documents including 

 this Statement of Consultation, 

 the Basic Conditions Statement, 

 Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA), 

 Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), 

 a Monitoring Report, and 

 a schedule of evidence. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 

Vision for Staverton 

A vibrant, resilient and sustainable community that enables all generations to flourish in work 
and leisure, committed to conserving and enhancing the special qualities of the natural 

environment of the parish and to becoming net zero carbon by or before 2030 

https://www.neighbourhoodplanning.swdevon.gov.uk/staverton
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20. South Hams District Council will consider whether the plan is fit to proceed and, if they 
consider it to be so, will arrange for its examination by an independent examiner and (subject to a 
satisfactory examiner's report) the subsequent referendum. 

21. Providing the referendum supports the plan it will become part of the local development 
plan for Staverton (alongside the JLP) and will be used to help make planning decisions in 
Staverton. 
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APPENDIX A: Constitution / Terms of Reference 
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APPENDIX B: List of bodies and organisations consulted on the plan 

REG 14 list of “consultation bodies” SNP consultee list 

(a) where the local planning authority is a London 

borough council, the Mayor of London; 

NA 

(b) a local planning authority, county council or parish 

council any part of whose area is in or adjoins the area 

of the local planning authority; 

South Hams District Council 
Devon County Council 
Adjacent Parish Councils 
 

(c) the Coal Authority(a);  

(d) the Homes and Communities Agency (b); 

(e) Natural England (c); 

(f) the Environment Agency (d); 

(g) the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission 

for England (now known as Historic England) (e); 



(h) Network Rail Infrastructure Limited (company 

number 2904587); 

 

(i) the Highways Agency (now known as Highways 

England); 



(j) the Marine Management Organisation (f);  

(k) any person— 

(i) to whom the electronic communications code applies 

by virtue of a direction given under section 106(3)(a) of 

the Communications Act 2003; and 

(ii) who owns or controls electronic communications 

apparatus situated in any part of the area of the local 

planning authority; 

Mobile Operators Association 
Mobile UK 
British Telecom 
Open Reach 

(l) where it exercises functions in any part of the 

neighbourhood area— 

(i) a Primary Care Trust established under section 18 of 

the National Health Service Act 2006(a) or continued in 

existence by virtue of that section; 

(ii) a person to whom a licence has been granted under 

section 6(1)(b) and (c) of the Electricity Act 1989(b); 

(iii) a person to whom a licence has been granted under 

section 7(2) of the Gas Act 1986(c); 

(iv) a sewerage undertaker; and 

(v) a water undertaker; 

NHS PCT 
Devon County Council Public Health 
Western Power Distribution 
Wales and West Utilities 
South West Water 
New Devon CCG 

(m) voluntary bodies some or all of whose activities South Hams CVS 
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benefit all or any part of the neighbourhood area; West Devon CVS 

(o) bodies which represent the interests of different 

religious groups in the neighbourhood area; 

Dart and Avon mission Community 
 

(p) bodies which represent the interests of persons 

carrying on business in the neighbourhood area; and 

N/A 

(q) bodies which represent the interests of disabled 

persons in the neighbourhood area. 

South Hams CVS 
West Devon CVS 
Devon County Council 

Other bodies South Devon AONB 
Devon Wildlife Trust 
Housing Associations 
Landscove C of E Primary School 
St Christopher’s School 
 

 


