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Devon County Council:  key issues 
FULL COUNCIL & AGM 26TH MAY 2022 
At the start of the meeting a petition was presented by a Totnes resident requesting that DCC support the bid 
by Totnes Town council to purchase the Elmhirst fields and old school building.  Cllr John Hart received the 
petition which had over 1,000 signatures. 
 
I remain as your representative on Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Committee (CIRS), 
Development Management (Planning) Committee and Procedures Committee for the coming year.  I am also 
on the Climate Emergency working group which receives reports and briefings regarding the County’s Climate 
Action Plan. 
 
At this FC, I tabled the following motion:   
“In Light of the level of response to the recent call by DCC for Town and Parish Councils to nominate roads for 
20mph speed limits and zones, the Council will seek to investigate, support and implement at least 50% of the 
applications in this financial year, and consider the remainder for implementation in 2023/24.”   
 
In accordance with procedures, this was referred to a Cabinet meeting for a formal recommendation and will 
come back to FC in due course. 
 
Previous motions that I had tabled at earlier meetings were debated and voted on: 
1. Behaviour Change and Phasing out of Fossil Fuels (tabled 02.12.21) 

“Further to the outcomes of COP26, which failed to secure strong commitments to phase out fossil fuels, 
this council will seek to support behaviour change in residents and businesses in the county by 
implementing initiatives modelled on the One Planet Standard and associated Policies.  This will include a 
commitment to switch funding from fossil fuel intense (e.g. new road building) projects to alternative (e.g. 
Active Travel) projects that will support low carbon, and healthier lifestyles” 

Background information at this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eSDnAnpaGHs 
  
My original proposal lost the vote, and instead DCC Cabinet’s recommended amendment to this motion as 
follows was approved by the majority: 

“That Council be recommended to endorse the spirit of the Notice of Motion, continues to help residents 
and businesses reduce their environmental impact, and continues to take opportunities to invest in low-
carbon infrastructure for the people of Devon.” 

  
2 Community Composting Initiatives (tabled 02.12.21) 

“In the spirit of COP 26 to reduce the carbon footprint of waste recycling, this council will encourage and 
support community composting initiatives that are supported by parish councils in the County.” 

 
 My original proposal lost the vote, and instead DCC Cabinet’s recommended amendment to this motion as 
follows was approved by the majority: 

“That Council be recommended to note the current position and the planned work on composting and 
no further action be taken on the Notice of Motion” 

 
I also tabled the following questions for Cabinet Members, which received the following replies.  (My 
supplementary questions asked at the meeting are included in italics). 
 



 2 

Question 15 from Councillor Hodgson. Re: Proposed sale of the Elmhirst Fields and former school building 
by King Edward VI Community College (KEVICCS): “Will the Cabinet Member seek to ensure that Devon 
County Council supports the proposed sale of the Elmhirst Fields and former school building by King Edward 
VI Community College (KEVICCS) in Totnes, to Totnes Town Council to ensure that these assets, which were 
endowed to the town for public open space can be held in public ownership for community benefit and 
recreational use. If this is the case, will Devon County Council also notify the Secretary of State for Education 
and make the local MP, Anthony Mangnall aware of this position?” 

REPLY BY COUNCILLOR LEADBETTER: Devon County Council officers have supported conversations between 
the Town Council and the Trust which would enable the Town Council to purchase the former school buildings 
and fields. From these conversations, the Town Council will be aware of the Trust’s position in respect of the 
capital value of their asset which, when realised, will be directly invested in the existing school estate for the 
betterment of all students now and in the future. It is not for Devon County Council to intervene in these 
commercial discussions, but we do hope the two parties will reach a mutually beneficial agreement.  

Supplementary Question: “Devon County Council does have a role in supporting or opposing the sale of school 
playing fields as our officers will need to approve the change from public to private ownership of this asset and 
approve the change of use for development.  Will our officers be directed to oppose any such change to private 
ownership?”  The verbal reply was that Cllr Ledbetter would support the Town Council’s proposal 

Question 16 from Councillor Hodgson. Re: Work to respond to anxiety, depression,     suicide and drug 
abuse in Children and Teenagers: “With rising evidence and public concerns regarding anxiety, depression, 
suicide and drug abuse among school age children and teenagers, what improvements, increases and changes 
in local services are being provided to respond fully to this growing need and avoid long term mental health 
problems for these young people? “ 

REPLY BY COUNCILLOR LEADBETTER A task and finish group is currently focussing on suicide prevention 
although a number of actions will ensure that our local services support our young people who may present 
anxiety, depression, a risk of suicide and drug abuse. An updated paper was recently presented to the Health 
and Well-bring board. The task and finish group will:  

•  update data, looking at both national and local data (including obtaining data from schools where available) 
to identify gaps.  
•  Offer support with the Self Harm Health Needs Assessment, recognising that this work already sits with 
Torbay Council and is not the direct work of this Task and Finish group.  
•  Continue system mapping against the Thrive model to identify gaps, specifically identifying what sits 
underneath CAMHS to support Children and young people with Suicidal ideation so that resource reflects need  
•  update a systems map indicating where suicide is dealt with and discussed  
•  Identify where child and young people can be better represented and heard on Local Authority Prevention 
groups  
•  Offer postvention support to schools, colleges, and youth groups, with a coordinated emergency response  

There is work continuing between Pete’s Dragons, (an organisation that supports with bereavement following 
suicide and that works to prevent suicide), CAMHS and Babcock to coordinate the response to schools/ 
colleges following a potential suicide. Babcock staff will become Devon County Council staff from 1 August 
this year. They will be working with Pete’s Dragons to produce some proactive resources for schools around 
suicide bereavement.  

Supplementary Question: “Thank you for this information, however my question has emerged from a recent 
COVID recovery meeting in Totnes where a number of public and charitable bodies, including local youth 
workers expressed clear concerns that there is a rising problem and more needs to be done.  Would you agree 
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that there are gaps in the system that need to be plugged if we are to provide an adequate response?  The 
verbal reply was a f=reference to the information already provided.” 

Question 17 from Councillor Hodgson. Re: IPCC Weather and Flooding Data: “Why are 2013 IPCC weather 
and flooding data continuing to be used by DCC Drainage Officers as the Lead Flood Authority response team 
to assess Drainage reports for Planning Applications? When will this council will require Flood Modelling to be 
carried out and all new drainage assessments to be based on the most recently published 2022 IPCC 
(intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change) reports to ensure that that the most up to date risk assessment 
data is applied?” 

REPLY BY COUNCILLOR CROAD: The 2013 IPCC figures have not been used by Devon County Council since 
February 2019 following the previous updated information that was based on the UK Climate Projections 2018 
(IPCC 2018). It should also be noted that surface water modelling is already a requirement of the planning 
application submission.  

On 10th May 2022 the new updated climate change allowances to be used for major development proposals 
(IPCC 2022) were released and are now expected to be adhered to. In line with government guidance there 
must be a transition period for those applications that are well progressed so as to avoid any significant delay. 
Devon County Council’s Flood & Coastal Risk Management team have therefore set a deadline of 1st 
September 2022 to enable those development applications to be finalised. All new applications must use the 
‘Upper End Allowance’ of the 2022 revised figures with immediate effect and as of 1st September 2022 no 
applications will be accepted using the previous 2018 figures. We are liaising with neighbouring Lead Local 
Flood Authorities to ensure a consistent message across the South West.  

The following message has been uploaded to the Flood & Coastal Risk Management’s website and has also 
been issued direct to all of the developers and consultants that we have had recent communication with.  

Climate Change Update May 2022 
Further to the release of the new climate change guidance, Flood Risk Assessments; Climate Change 
Allowances Flood, it is expected that the new peak rainfall allowances are used when designing surface water 
drainage strategies for planning applications. To avoid significant delays to planning applications currently 
validated or well progressed there will be a grace period up to 1st September 2022 for the previous 
allowances to be used, after which only the 2022 revised figures will be accepted. 
In Devon the values vary depending on location, so we would encourage applicants to use the peak rainfall 
allowances map, listed in the website above, for every site.  

Supplementary Question: “Thank you for this clarity and welcome information.  What do I therefore make of 
two recent large scale planning applications in my division that our officers have commented on in the last six 
months on 2021 planning applications and were approved on the basis of 2013 data, which was confirmed by 
the officer to me.  What is the legal position for these decisions which were challenged at committee on the 
basis of the application of 2013 data and where will the liability lie if the predicted flooding worst case 
scenarios happen and cause damage?”  In reply, Cllr Croad said he had no idea what I was talking about and 
would get back to me with an answer. 
 
Highways Issues: 
Modifications to Stagecoach bus timetables to avoid buses ‘meeting in Higher Westonfields, Bridgetown.  
Residents have raised concerns about the half hourly bus services between Paignton and Plymouth ‘meeting’ 
regularly at narrow bends in this steep road, such that one of the buses regularly has to mount the pavement.  
It was described to me as dangerous to pedestrians and an ‘accident waiting to happen’.  Further to this being 
raised with officers a meeting was held on site with Stagecoach representatives and DCC Highways officers 
and it was agreed that the Stagecoach team would look at possible modifications to the timetable to enable 
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them to mostly avoid this clash and the highways would look into a short stretch of yellow line to avoid any 
cars parking too near to the bend by the triangle and leave a bit more space.  I’ll report more on this when I 
am updated. 
 
20mph speed limit applications for the new pilot scheme opportunity – no update (response anticipated this 
month) 
 
Potholes on A381 – the Newton Abbott road within half a mile of Brutus Bridge roundabout – have been 
mended! 
 
DCC Waiting restriction proposals have been issued for public consultation on the following roads to prevent 
obstructions: 

• Corner of Pack’s Close, Harbertonford 
• The rear entrance to Dartington Estate near Staverton Bridge 
• The entrance to SWW works at the end of Brutus Bridge, Totnes 
• The upper part of Weirfields Totnes, where a side road has access. 

These will be taken to the next HATOC (Highways and Traffic Orders Committee) meeting on July 8th 
(10.30am) 
 
AIRBAND Roll-out of Fibre Broadband in the South Hams: 
In light of the continued complaints and issues being raised about the impact of these poles on pedestrian and 
highway safety, built heritage and general visual amenity and the failure to install them in roadside ducting, a 
briefing update is being arranged for District Councillors in the very near future, further to which AIRBAND are 
due to present to SHDC Overview and Scrutiny Committee on June 16th  
 
South Hams District Council – key issues 
SHDC Full Council met on June 8th for a special meeting with FCC who are the commissioned service 
providers for waste services at SHDC. There were a number of hard hitting questions, but no satisfactory 
replies.  The FCC representatives said that because they were in negotiation with SHDc regarding the 
problems with their services, they could not comment on many of the questions raised.  There are 
negotiations taking place between SHDC and FCC and it is hoped this massive problem will be resolved very 
soon. 
 
Planning Matters: A Judicial review has been instigated by a resident of Week, further to the recent decision 
to approve planning application 4442/21/ARM. Land at Broom Park, Dartington – the main issue cited is 
failure to consider heritage, but flood risk and procedures are also being challenged. 
 
Totnes Climate & Ecological Emergency Action Plan Working Group - The next meeting will take place on 
Thursday 23rd June @ 5pm – 8pm at Totnes Guildhall where the work that has been complied for the Totnes 
Climate & Ecological Emergency Action Plan will be worked on in a face to face setting to hopefully finish up 
the plan ready for publication and sharing.  Refreshments will be provided.  All welcome. 
 
KEVICCS site sale: A community meeting has been organised by concerned residents to discuss concerns 
about the potential loss of the Elmhirst fields for public recreation and benefit.  This will take place on Friday 
17th June in the Totnes Civic Hall from 7.30 - 9.30pm 
 


