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Devon County Council:  key issues 
 
With COVID restrictions now reduced essentially to self-regulation, i.e. stay at home if you feel unwell or test positive 
for COVID until all symptoms pass…..the main update is the Stakeholder vaccination briefing from the NHS Clinical 
commissioning group; the latest information on the Devon Covid-19 vaccination programme will be posted online from 
now on, here: 
www.icsdevon.co.uk/priorities/coronavirus-covid-19/vaccination-updates  
Regularly updated COVID 19 information remains at this DCC website link:  https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-
advice-in-devon/ 
    
Bus Services 20.04.22: A briefing was held to inform Members about Devon’s Bus services improvement plan. 
Unfortunately DCC did not receive the large funding package it had applied for to improve bus service passenger use.  
Just £14Million of the >£100M bid was approved.  This is split into £8.8M of capital and £5.3M of revenue funding.    
Further to which DCC will now submit its priority intentions regarding the requirements hat will need to be revised 
down from the original bid.  In the meantime, there have been considerable changes and cuts to some services on 
current bus routes.  (Table of changes at the end of this report). 
 
The Ukraine Crisis:  DCC has been very active in lobbying government to speed up the process of providing visas to 
Ukrainian refugees.  This is a recent update on the homes for refugees scheme in DCC: “We are working across a range 
of partners to develop suitable local responses particularly with regards to the UK Government Ukraine Family 
Visa scheme and the Homes for Ukraine scheme. The specific role for local government in support for each is still 
emerging.  In the meantime for those offering accommodation locally, you may want to direct them to Homes for 
Ukraine – Homes for Ukraine – Local Sponsorship Scheme for Ukraine (campaign.gov.uk) where they can register 
interest direct with Government. The link also contains some Frequently Asked Questions for would be accommodation 
providers.  
  
We are following national and international guidance that those wishing to offer donations on the ground are best 
served in making financial contributions, particularly to Home | Disasters Emergency Committee (dec.org.uk). We may 
review local responses should numbers of Ukrainian refugees with particular needs start to settle locally. 
 
The Council has stepped up its response, alongside key partners, to the Homes for Ukraine scheme. This is now ‘live’, 
enabling local sponsors to match with guests from Ukraine. This initial phase of the scheme is designed to supplement 
the Ukraine Family Visa for people in the UK to now support friends and colleagues. In addition, we have seen matches 
of guests and sponsors, often through third-party organisations supporting those fleeing the conflict. We are now seeing 
several hundred people in Devon being matched and, following permission to travel, those families are now arriving in 
Devon.  At a later point, the government will extend the scheme in order for local charities, organisations and 
businesses to sponsor families directly, potentially in larger groups. This may be a further opportunity for local VCSE 
partners to engage and support.  
   
The key initial role for Local Government, as outlined in Government guidance, is to develop processes to i) conduct a 
DBS check for all adults within the sponsor family; ii) assess the sponsor’s accommodation; and iii) to assess any key 
safeguarding risks arising in each match. We are awaiting further guidance from Government around the specific nature 
of each assessment. As you will appreciate this is a significant undertaking, across local councils in partnership, but we 
have already made good progress in devising routes to meet these requirements safely and at pace. The situation is 
evolving rapidly, with updated guidance coming through from government daily. All Team Devon partners are working 
together to develop a rapid response.   
  
In addition, we will have a range of other logistical challenges regarding the co-ordination of wellbeing and wrap-around 
support and funding for each guest (and sponsor) and are in active dialogue with local councils, VCSE partners, health, 
DWP and schools. We are also mindful of the significant risks and issues, including the potential future break up of 
arrangements between guests/sponsors, and with it the need to find emergency accommodation solutions. We are 
working through related contingencies.”   
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The Council’s website is being updated with the latest information and provides wider background and links. Devon 
stands with Ukraine - Devon County Council 
  
Highways Issues: 
20mph speed limit applications for the new pilot scheme opportunity – no update (response anticipated in June) 
 
Potholes on A381 – the Newton Abbott road within half a mile of Brutus Bridge roundabout has a series of large and 
dangerous pot holes and rips in the road surface.  These have been reported in by many residents and myself on several 
occasions to which the response has been these do not confirm to potholes that need repair. However they are 
dangerous and this point has finally been accepted and they are now due for repair as a priority. 
 
Kingsbridge Hill – proposal for traffic calming and prevention of rat run. Local residents have got together and carried 
out a survey on a proposal for a short distance of a one-way system at the very top of this road.  This would mean that 
residents would be able to access their properties from either end of the road, but only those driving down the hill 
would be able to drive in and out along the entire road.  The key issue is road safety that has been severely 
compromised by ‘rat-runner’s cutting through this narrow lane with no pavement and difficult sighting of any vehicle 
coming down.  ‘An accident waiting to happen’. The residents brought this proposal to the recent Totnes & District 
Traffic and Transport Forum where it received support.  Further to more survey work this will be a proposal that I will 
support going forward to DCC. 
 
Devon Pension Board meeting 4th May 2022: At today’s meeting it was agreed to survey Devon Pension Holders for 
their views on investment policies for the fund.  The main element of the survey was views on climate change and 
divestment from fossil fuels.  Concern was raised at the meeting that the consultation could be wider and include views 
on Russian Investments, Arms, and biodiversity etc, also that the proposal to simply make it available on line would 
exclude a large number of pension holders as it was reported that just 4% of pension holders have signed up for on-line 
mailings.  It was generally considered important that those members who do not receive on-line mailings, should 
receive the survey with their other letter post based mailings.  I was delighted that this outcome further to the 
representations at the February Pension Board AGM where a large number of protestors gathered at County Hall and 
raised a banner (and my own motion to DCC last year requesting a poll which was voted down at the time) 
 
AIRBAND Roll-out of Fibre Broadband in the South Hams: 
This roll out continues to be fraught with problems for residents who are concerned about the impact of these very 
large poles that are being erected across parts of this division, in particular Totnes, Berry Pomeroy and Dartington in the 
current phase.  AIRBAND’s map which was initially made available for residents to check the locations prior to notices 
being distributed, has now been taken down as it was too inaccurate.  AIRBAND has agreed to provide notices to 
residents 28 days in advance of any pole installations, but I’m receiving a lot of complaints that the full period is not 
been adhered to.  This roll out in South Hams is being overseen by SHDC Officer Gemma Bristow in conjunction with 
DCC Officer Matt Barrow.  In light of the complaints and issues being raised about the impact of these poles on 
pedestrian and highway safety, built heritage and general visual amenity and the failure to install them in roadside 
ducting, a briefing update is being arranged for District Councillors in the very near future, further to which AIRBAND 
are due to present to SHDC Overview and Scrutiny Committee on June 16th (where I expect to raise a number of queries) 
 
 
South Hams District Council – key issues 
 
Climate Planning Policy: At the April meeting of Totnes Climate and biodiversity emergency plan action working group, 
responses were developed to each and every one of the 90 questions that comprised the Public Consultation document 
provided by SHDC in conjunction with Plymouth City Council and West Devon Borough Council.  (many thanks to those, 
in particular Sustainable South Hams Members who had already carried out considerable work towards this).  The full 
document with the responses was submitted on behalf of the TC working group, endorsed by Totnes TC.  The outcomes 
of that meeting were shared as a document across the circulation list of the working group and others and I understand 
that a number of individuals and groups used the responses as a guide for their own response.  The beauty and benefits 
of collaboration and sharing!  I anticipate that the outcomes of the public consultation will come before SHDC in the 
next couple of months. 
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Planning Matters: At the recent SHDC DM Planning Committee the following two very controversial planning 
applications were approved: 
SHDC Planning reference: 4442/21/ARM. Land at Broom Park, Dartington - approval of appearance, landscaping and 
scale for 80 dwellings. Following outline approval 3842/20/OPA 
  
4443/21/ARM, Land at Sawmills, North of A385, Dartington: approval of appearance, landscaping and scale for 40 
dwellings, following outline approval 3841/20/OPA; was also approved on 14.04.22) 
   
The key issues were Flood risk and failure to consider impact on built heritage and wildlife.  See attached DCC 
Environment map with flood risk zones 2+ 3, listed buildings in close proximity and the wildlife corridor that follows the 
Bidwell Brook is known to be a flyway for Greater Horseshoe bats which are a protected species and this area falls 
within the Greater Horseshoe Bat planning protected zone. 
  
As the local District Councillor and Member of the Planning Committee I sought a deferral of both applications for Flood 
Modelling to be carried out and for a proper built heritage assessment to be carried out, as: 
a) the flooding assessment seems to have been based on out of date figures, using 2013 datasets, and 
b) only St Mary’s Church, a Grade II star listed building was taken into consideration with regard to built heritage by the 
officer in his report and there was no Heritage Officer Specialist report, despite the fact that there are at least 45 other 
listed heritage buildings at risk of visual impact and flooding from (both) developments, and, 
c) an independent design panel to review the application in line with the SHDC policies in this otherwise sensitive rural 
site (that is being rapidly urbanised) 
  
My motion for deferral was not seconded.  During the Planning Committee debate that followed (2 hours on each 
application), other issues regarding loss of natural heritage and increasing pollution to local air quality were raised and 
the Chair of planning admitted that he and other Councillors don’t fully understand flooding issues.  However, I was the 
only Councillor who voted against these applications. 
 

Broom Park site 
 

 
 

    Sawmills Field site                     N.b. orange dots = listed buildings 
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Update on Bus routes (local to this area of Devon) affected by changes to services 
  

Date of 
Change 

Route Description Route Operator Type of 
Change 

Description of Change 

08/05/2022 Sowton Park and 
Ride - Matford Park 
and Ride 

Green Stagecoach 
South West 

Reduction Mon – Sat: Nine journeys cancelled 
during throughout the day. 

08/05/2022 City Centre - 
Science Park 

K Stagecoach 
South West 

Reduction Mon – Sat: Daytime frequency 
reduced from every 30 minutes to 
every 60 minutes. 

08/05/2022 City Centre - Pinhoe L Stagecoach 
South West 

Reduction Mon – Sat: Daytime frequency 
reduced from every 30 minutes to 
every 60 minutes. 

08/05/2022 Crossmead - 
Pennsylvania 

P Stagecoach 
South West 

Reduction Mon – Sat: One journey every 90 
minutes in each direction cancelled. 

08/05/2022 City Centre - 
Honiton Road Park 
and Ride 

Red Stagecoach 
South West 

Reduction Mon – Sat: Frequency reduced from 
every 20 minutes to every 40 
minutes – other services provide 
alternatives. 

08/05/2022 Stretham Campus - 
St Luke's Campus 

UNI Stagecoach 
South West 

Reduction Mon – Sat: Daytime frequency 
reduced from every 20 minutes to 
every 40 minutes. 

23/05/2022 Newton Abbot - 
Brixham 

12 Stagecoach 
South West 

Enhancement There will be a number of changes 
to the timetable of Service 12, to 
ensure a reliable and punctual 
service is operated and frequency 
better matches passenger demand 
over the summer season. The 
Monday to Friday and Saturday 
daytime frequency will be increased 
from every 12 minutes to every 10 
minutes. The Sunday and Public 
Holiday evening frequency will be 
increased from every 30 minutes to 
every 20 minutes. Additional vehicle 
resource will be utilised Monday to 
Friday and Saturday to allow for 
additional running and recovery 
time.  

23/05/2022 Plymouth - Torquay GOLD Stagecoach 
South West 

Timing/Route 
Amendments 

Route Extended to Torquay again as 
the railway bridge closure has been 
lifted. 

28/05/2022 Bovisand - 
Plymouth 

54 Plymouth 
Citybus 

Seasonal 
Reintroduction 

Service reinstated for May half-
term. 

28/05/2022 Newton Abbot - 
Haytor 

271 Stagecoach 
South West 

Seasonal 
Reintroduction 

The Saturday timetable will resume 
on Saturday 28 May 2022 and will 
operate until Saturday 29 October 
2022. 

30/05/2022 Morchard Bishop - 
Exeter 

369 Dartline Timing/Route 
Amendments 

Service no longer serves the stop at 
Wellparks Farm, Crediton. Instead 
the service now operates via the 
Railway Station and Behind Tesco 
bus stops, also stopping at the new 
Health Centre. 

   
Michael Tucker 
Principal Transport Officer – Integrated Public Transport, Devon County Council 


