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Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) 

Monday 9th March 2020 at Staverton Court Room 7.30pm 

 
Present: NPSG Members:   Alison Alexander (Chair), Andrew Mogford, Mike Loverock, 

Cheryl Loverock, and Ian Catherall, one member of the public and Karen 
Smith (Clerk).   

 
 
Before the meeting commenced, the Parishioner in attendance asked for the opportunity to address 
the NPSG with some comments from both himself and other concerned Parishioners from his end of 
the Parish.  Issues raised were around the approach of naming the hamlets; a perceived lack of 
information on the website and the fact that the two ‘policy discussion’ meetings with Duncan Smith 
and Rob Ellis were not open to the public.  In response, it was pointed out that the hamlets are 
named on the Ordnance Survey map and that the group were making a list of hamlets in Staverton 
Parish.  All documents are currently a work in progress, and it would not be appropriate to publish 
until they are in final draft form and ready for public consultation.  Minutes of the NPSG meetings 
are published on the Website and NPSG monthly updates are supplied to the Parish Council and 
summarised in the PC minutes.  The Housing Needs Survey is on the Website. A request was made 
for a more convenient daytime meeting for the particular hamlet to understand the thinking behind 
what the NPSG were proposing - it was reiterated that Parishioners are welcome to attend the 
regular NPSG meetings and that it was a shame that not many do.  However, as the NPSG are 
required to provide full and comprehensive evidence to back up the proposals they will be putting 
forward, the public will be fully consulted at an Open Meeting and public feedback will be part of the 
evidence portfolio.  This Open Meeting had been originally planned for March but the workload 
involved unfortunately necessitates a delay for another month or so.  At this point, the Parishioner 
left the meeting. 
 
The Group took the comments regarding raising public awareness and understanding on board and 
agreed to add to the website maps showing the location of the sites – with a caveat that the maps 
outline the boundaries of the fields, not necessarily exactly where the houses are going.  Alison to 
action. 
 
 
1) Apologies – Bruce Thorogood, Tom Lowry, Chris Timpson 
 
2) The notes from the last meeting on 2nd March were approved.   Once the NPSG has addressed all 

sections of the draft plan, the minutes will be forwarded to Lee Bray to assist with amendments. 
 
3) Declaration of Interests and Dispensations relating to particular Sites 

Interests were declared, as per previous meetings: 

• Alison Alexander (Chair) declared a financial interest in Site 8. 

• Ian Catherall declared a financial interest in Site 4. 
 
4) Barkingdon Light Industrial Unit 

Following an approach from a small business owner, Bruce and Alison have been to look at the 
existing facilities.  The NP process is considered to be likely too slow for this particular business’ 
needs.  The group might consider how to support enterprises such as this. 
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5) Continuation of consideration of Draft Plan and Proposed Changes 
 
Actions/Amendments 
 
4)  Housing 
It was clarified that Lee had not had sight of the ‘objectives’ and so the group’s blue comments do 
need incorporating. 
 
Aspirations - The wording around carbon neutrality should be the same as the PC’s pledge. 
4. f)  add ‘and settlements’ 
4.2   nos. should be checked to Electoral Roll 
4.3  NPSG to put in relevant figures/numbers 
4.5  In 2019, 19 new houses; response rate needs amending 
4.6 After ‘most new build is proposed to be small developments’, add ‘and single 

developments in established named hamlets’ 
4.8  ‘In’ not ‘is’ 
4.9 In 2017, also put out a regional ad in the Western Morning News and a local ad in the 

Totnes Times.  The village newsletter should be changed to the Parish News.  Parish 
Email and Facebook utilised and Parish Website.  Total no. of sites = 27 

4.10 Community Questionnaire and add open meeting.  Maps were made available on the 
Parish Website. 

4.11 The NPSG mirrored the consultant’s technique whilst taking further account of local 
preferences, as stated through the Parish Survey, opinions from Open Meeting and 
Parishioner feedback. 

4.12 Don’t yet know answer? 
 
SNP4 
1&2) Put together and say ‘In Staverton Parish …….’ 

Climate point (no. 6) should come next.  Energy & efficiency should be added in closer 
to top of SNP4 

3)  Take out ‘settlement boundary’, ‘say inside or adjacent to’ 
4)  Remove point 
5)  Remove point 
6)  Move Climate point as stated 
7)  Remove point - & in SNP6 
 
 
5)  Business and Enterprise 
h)  to encourage ….. that does not detract from the character of the area 
 
5.1 Take out ‘halt’.  Add in that a significant amount of people work from home.  Riverford 

Organics should be stipulated as an employer here. 
5.3 Needs figures?  Q to Lee:  is this in the Parish Survey? 
 Wording ‘community questionnaire’ should be amended to ‘Parish Survey’. 
5.4 Needs figures?  Q to Lee:  is that really the figure?  NPSG feel far more than 9. 
5.5 Geared to meeting local business needs and services. 
 
SNP5 
7) Staverton Parish has variable mobile phone coverage and broadband connectivity to 

the two main population centres 
8)  2015.  Remove the rest. 
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SNP6 
1) Efficient operation (take out all the rest to the end) 
2)  Include here 
 
6)  Design and Heritage 
d)  remove whole thing 
 
SNP7 
a) Remove ‘locally important views and skylines’ 
c)  Query outside govt policy?  Stop at energy efficiency. 
h) Leave this point in – both here and in SNP11. 

 
 
6) Date of next meeting 

Thursday 19th March 2020 – meeting with Rob Ellis still to be confirmed 
Monday 30th March 2020 at 7.30pm – open meeting to proceed with rest of the draft plan – Ian 
gave apologies in advance and will email comments to Alison re section 9. 

 
 
Meeting closed 9.30pm 
 
 
 
Karen Smith, Clerk 


