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Devon County Council:  key issues 

The 2023/24 draft proposed annual budget is due to be discussed at Cabinet on Friday 10th February and recommended for 
approval by Full Council (16.2.23):  These are the headline figures: 

 
 
The Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement that informs Local Authorities how much core funding they will 
receive, has yet to be confirmed, but this year the DCC precept is allowed to be raised to 4.99% overall to meet the required 
budget without a referendum. 
 
“The cost of living and geopolitical 
situation has created huge financial 
pressures nationally.  As a 
consequence, the authority has faced 
unprecedented price and demand 
pressures in the current year and 
although significant savings have been 
found to offset this, many have been 
one off measures.  The ongoing impact 
of this and other pressures have been 
included within the target budgets 
with investment of £51.5M to cover 
inflation and national living wage 
being required and a further £63.8M to 
cover demand pressures.  To enable 
the authority to set a balanced budget, 
savings, alternative funding and 
additional income of £49.1M have 
been identified.  Overall, there is 
additional funding of £66.2M or 10.5% 
for service budget next year.” 

  
Re: Children’s services:  DCC continues to struggle with delivering the quality of children’s services expected of a County 
Council.  Recent Ofsted reports continue to be disappointing.  At a meeting with the financial team today, the problem of the 
financial deficit that underpins a large element of this problem was outlined as follows: 
 

DCC Children’s services Deficit at 31.3.22 £86.529M 
DCC Children’s services Deficit at 31.3.23 £127.129M 
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The financial team explained that some of the rise in this deficit is due to the rise of families and children accessing the service 
and a growing need for these services.  It is my view that having witnessed the abolition of DCC Universal Access Youth 
Services in 2013 and the recorded rise of anxiety in Young People in DCC Public health reports since I became a County 
Councillor in 2017, coupled with the more recent recorded impacts of COVID being particularly worse in young people and 
young children, DCC have experienced a perfect storm and have little resilience to deal with this rising and expensive 
problem. 
Last week, Cabinet Member of Children’s Services, Cllr Andrew Leadbetter issued a letter that contained the following 
information: 
  

“Ofsted have today published their latest monitoring report [https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50206324] into 
Children’s Services.  This report contains some real positives but it concludes that not enough progress has been made 
and that some serious issues remain. 
  
This is clearly disappointing and I attach the council’s media response - Some positives but not enough progress for 
children in Devon and serious issues remain, say Inspectors - Newsincluding my own statement for your information. 
  
There is no doubt how hard the whole Council is working to improve outcomes for our children, but it is very clear that 
we still have quite some way to go to convince Ofsted inspectors that things are getting better or that we can be 
considered ‘good’.  Our experienced new Interim Director of Children Services, Julian Wooster and myself as the 
responsible Cabinet member are fully committed to working with our DfE appointed Commissioner Matt Dunkley and 
all our partners to continue to make things better and to do this quickly.” 

 
Locality Budgets (funding to local projects distributed by County Councillors) are scheduled to be reduced further from 
£8,000 p.a. per Councillor this year to £5,000 in 2023/24. 
 
At Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny Committee meeting this week (30.01.23), concerns were raised 
regarding the need to lobby government for additional investment in Highways to arrest the ongoing decline in the state of 
the highway. 
 
Cost of Living Crisis: information about help is at this link: Cost of living | Help and advice for people in Devon | Devon 
County Council 
 
Highways Matters 
Poor maintenance of road surfaces and high numbers of dangerous potholes. Please continue to report in road defects using 
this link: https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 
 
I have been receiving increasing numbers of reports of damage to vehicles due to poor road surfaces and potholes, 
especially when potholes become invisible during heavy rainfall.  Compensation application forms for damage to vehicles etc 
due to highways defects can be made to Devon County Council using this website link: 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/maintaining-roads/safety/highways-insurance-claims/claim-forms/ 
 
Waste Services: New HWRC Van permit system (South Hams and West Devon areas) 
DCC has introduced a van permit system at the following Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) from Wednesday 
1st March 2023: 

• Ivybridge 
• Totnes 
• Torr Quarry (Kingsbridge) 
• Okehampton 
• Crowndale (Tavistock) 

  
The HWRC van permit system will require DCC residents with privately registered panel vans (both small and large van size) or 
flat-bed vans to apply free of charge for a permit in order to access these sites. The van must comply with the vehicle 
restrictions policy. The system is already successfully in operation at all other DCC HWRCs.  
 
DCC residents can apply from Wednesday 1st February for their free van permit online or via a postal application. The permit 
will allow for 12 visits per year. Permits will only be issued to vans registered to individual residents and not to vehicles 
registered to companies/businesses.  Use this link to view all the information (including the terms and conditions) on the van 
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permit scheme webpage on DCC website. Alternatively, residents can call the Customer Service Centre on 0345 155 1010 for 
further information.  
 
Cars, pick-ups, bicycles, motorcycles, fully-fitted campervans and minibuses, mobility type vans designed to carry people in 
wheelchairs, van-based people carriers/family type vans (with factory/professionally fitted seats and windows in the rear for 
carrying passengers) will not require a permit.  Vans hired to a householder from a legitimate hire company (for a hire period 
of less than 3 days) will also not require a permit, providing that the hire agreement is shown to site staff. Those vehicles 
which do not require a permit must still comply with the vehicle restrictions policy. 

SHDC Garden Waste Collection Scheme: Sign up asap if you this service.  SHDC will commence the charged for Brown Bin, 
Garden waste collection scheme from March.  Residents are urged to sign up asap to ensure the fortnightly rounds can be 
organised and start the service quickly and efficiently.  The charge is £49 per annum. 

Residents can sign up to the service in two ways: 
• Via the website page (which includes information about the service): www.southhams.gov.uk/gardenwaste 
• Call SHDC at 01803 861234 (phone lines are expected to be busy 

A wormery instead?  Residents who do not wish to avail of this scheme are welcome to keep their 
brown bin and reuse it for other purposes.  One suggestion has been to turn it into your own garden 
wormery where you could turn your garden and some kitchen waste into compost.  This is a link to an 
online blog I found that could help you do this: https://wheeliebinsolutions.co.uk/blogs/wheelie-bin-
ideas-alternative-uses/how-to-create-a-wheelie-bin-worm-farm 

South Hams District Council – key issues 

SHDC Council Tax bill - Precept estimated increase of £5 p.a. for a Band D property for 2023/24. This 
is equivalent to £2.85% increase.  This is recommended for approval by Full Council on 16th February. 

This table shows how an average Band D council bill is made up 
for South Hams District Council for 2022/23, compared to 
2021/22. Of an average Band D Council Tax within the District 
of £2,155.30, an amount of £180.42 is the element of a council 
tax bill set by South Hams District Council. Therefore 8pence of 
every £1 paid (8%) in council tax is received by South Hams 
District Council to pay for our services. The rest of the council 
tax bill is set by Devon County Council, the Fire, the Police and 
Town and Parish Councils to fund the services they provide. In 
2022/23, the council tax for an average Band D property in 
South Hams increased by £64.75 per annum (3.1% as shown 
below)  

 

Housing Crisis – Changes to Financial Assistance and Enforcement Policies. At last week’s SHDC Executive meeting, the 
committee discussed a report and made recommendations to forthcoming Full Council: 

1. To update, improve and align the existing 2019-2022 Homes Assistance Policy with the revised Better Care Fund Financial 
Assistance Policy 2022 

2. To approve and implement the electrical safety standards Civil (Financial) Penalty Policy and incorporate into the council’s 
enforcement policy, to allow officers to impose fines where necessary to landlords and improve Private Rented 
Properties.  

3. To approve and implement the energy efficiency standards Civil (Financial) Penalty Policy, and incorporate into the 
council’s enforcement policy to allow officers to impose fines where necessary to landlords and improve Private Rented 
Properties.  

Narrative: 

• The purpose of the report was to consider updating two housing policies and to inform Members of the Council’s 
approach to dealing with mould and damp complaints from residents of rented properties.  
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• The policies that are being updated will have the combined effect of helping to address the Council’s climate emergency 
by reducing carbon emissions from housing and to contribute to an improvement of health and wellbeing of our residents 
by improving the quality of housing in the area.  

• To be able to make a positive difference to climate change and health and wellbeing Members are asked to update two 
separate policies; the Homes Assistance Policy with a new Better Care Fund (BCF) Financial Assistance policy, and to 
update the Council’s Enforcement Policy to include civil penalty fines for breaches of Electrical Safety and Energy 
Performance Certificate Regulations.  

• The purpose of the change to the Better Care Fund (BCF) Financial Assistance policy is to remove some bureaucracy on 
lower price, higher volume adaptions (eg bathroom and lift adaptations). Means testing is currently one of major parts of 
the grant application process. Removing means testing from bathroom and internal lifts will mean the grant processing is 
quicker for many applicants. This will mean that we will be able to provide adaptations more quickly to vulnerable 
residents, and where it applies, speed up the transfer of care from hospital to home.  

• The proposal to increase grant amounts reflect the need to cover the costs from increase in the cost of labour and 
material over the past year. The grant regime is funded by Central Government’s Better Care Fund and the increase in 
price of adaptations will be covered by this funding.  

• The Electrical Safety Standards in the Private Rented Sector (England) Regulations 2020 have formalised electrical safety 
requirements in domestic rented properties. The regulation now clearly states landlord responsibilities and allow Local 
Authorities to issue civil penalties for non-compliance.  

• Councils have powers to enforce the Energy Efficiency (Private Rented Property) (England and Wales) Regulations. It 
allows Local Authorities to issue fines for rental properties which do not have a compliant Energy Performance Certificate 
(EPC).  

• The aim of updating the enforcement policy is to increase the range of measures open to the Council for tackling non-
compliant landlords and to increase the Council’s capacity to undertake enforcement where there is clear evidence that 
offences have been committed. The civil penalty is an alternative to prosecution and requires the same evidential 
standard.  

• There is a risk that non-compliant landlords may remove the property from the rental sector. The Environmental Health 
team will continue to carry out enforcement in a balanced and pragmatic manner. We would always encourage 
compliance first and when available signpost to financial help.  

Local Matters: 

Notices and rescheduling of roadworks due to bad weather &/or urgent pot hole repairs being prioritised for safety 
purposes: 

Dartington:  Drainage works A385 Tigley Cross to Dun Cross – rescheduled to 6th Feb – 8th Feb  
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Dartington: Hunters Moon – Footway and road resurfacing 

 

 

 

Totnes - Ref: ORD2103775 The Grove, Totnes, Resurfacing - POSTPONED until further notice 

“Sadly, I am updating you today that due to circumstances outside of our control these works have now been deferred due to 
events across the whole county with potholes and road conditions. Whilst I understand this will be disappointing, these 
planned works in The Grove will be rescheduled in during the 2023-24 programme and when I have those dates I will of 
course be back in immediate touch to keep you informed.” 

Totnes - Ref: ORD1907930 Blackpost Lane, Totnes – POSTPONED until further notice 

“ Sadly, I am updating you today that due to circumstances outside of our control these works have now been deferred due to 
events across the whole county with potholes and road conditions. Whilst I understand this will be disappointing, these 
planned works in Blackpost Lane will be rescheduled in during the 2023-24 programme and when I have those dates, I will of 
course be back in immediate touch to keep you informed.” 
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Ref: ORD2202420Vegetation clearance and drainage investigation works.  A381 Totnes to Littlehempston.  

 

 

A381 Road Closure & diversion 
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Staverton – Some of the Drainage Works from Kingston House to Kingston Gate have been delayed and reprogrammed to 
start Tuesday 28th March until 4th April’23 

The following two sections of roadworks in the Staverton Parish area should now have been completed. The works were 
scheduled to follow on from each other although they are on separate roads.  The third section of works was due to take 
place last week, but has been delayed as advised in the letter with the map below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staverton: Staverton Joinery to Fursdon Court – Highways Drainage Works:  Temporary closure of through traffic & parking.  
Monday 27th March to Friday 31st March 
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Staverton – Highways repairs Moor Road.  Works commenced on January 16th.  I visited the works on the first morning to 
confirm with the operator that these repairs would bring the road surface up to DCC Highways standard.  The project 
managed agreed that this was the case.  On that basis I have written to DCC Highways to request that they adopt this road to 
avoid the problems of the past few years it has taken to have these works commissioned and carried out on behalf of SHDC.  I 
will update you when I hear more. 

Road conditions in Staverton: complaints about drainage and photos (sent to me by a resident) have been forwarded to the 
Devon Highways team and I have requested again a further trip with the officer around the parish.  When this has been 
arranged I will check in on these repairs listed above that have been carried out. 

Harberton: A381 junction with Moreleigh Road 

 

 
FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT 2023 takes place this year Monday 27th February to Sunday March 12th. Totnes Fair Trade Group will 
be supporting the hosting of a coffee grower who it is expected will be attending a local primary schools’ conference is being 
planned for March 2nd.  
 
Totnes Climate & Ecological emergency working group: the next meeting will be held on February 14th 2023 in person at 
Totnes Guildhall and hybrid with Zoom access at this link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81347699786   Meeting ID: 813 4769 
9786.  Future monthly meetings will be hybrid, i.e. in person in the Guildhall and also accessible interactively via a Zoom link.  
This meeting will focus on the Devon Carbon Plan and an update on progress with community composting sites proposed for 
Totnes.   
 
Totnes Climate Hub events are posted on-line at this link: https://totnesclimatehub.info/events/ 
 
Devon Climate Emergency News and Newsletter is at this link: https://devonclimateemergency.org.uk 


