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Dear Sirs 
 
Views from Staverton Parish Council on Austerity Cuts 
 
Continued austerity cuts have led to an unacceptable deterioration in essential local infrastructure and are 
negatively impacting quality of life for our parishioners.  Many of the cuts being made are false economies 
which will necessitate expensive remedial costs in the near future.  Staverton Parish Council believes that 
South Hams District Council (SHDC) and Devon County Council (DCC) should be playing a role in making 
central government aware of the mounting impact of its austerity measures on local communities.  
Staverton Parish Council urges our district and county councils to work in partnership with their parishes to 
understand the true impact of cuts at local level, and then ensure this information is passed to Westminster.  
How can central government know when to stop the cuts, if local government isn’t communicating a clear 
picture of effects at local level? 
 
We do not accept the argument that there is no more money to pay for vital services.  Not when we 
consider the vast wealth now on display in London, the cynical manipulation of the tax system by 
multinationals, and the assistance of UK-controlled tax havens in helping the wealthy avoid tax.  There is 
more money, but the Government must be prepared to take on vested interests.  We have also now 
learned that DCC underspent on key budgets by £12 million in 2017/18 in order to increase reserves.  At a 
time of such restrictions on spending from Westminster, it seems perverse for DCC to be diverting funds 
away from services into reserves. 
 
 



 
 
Our parish council cannot speak directly on major issues such as education and health, although we know 
that many of our parishioners and local schools are facing significant hardship as a result of austerity. We 
do, however, have direct experience on matters such as roads, footpaths and youth services, and we feel 
we have a duty to represent our parishioners on these issues.  
 
Roads 
 
Our local roads are deteriorating, with numbers of potholes rising dramatically, and surfaces eroding. This 
presents a worrying safety issue for motorists and particularly for cyclists.  There is also an economic and 
environmental cost through damage to vehicles that surely outweighs any savings.  Our parish council 
would like to see action in the following areas.   
 
1) We all know that maintenance budgets are grossly inadequate, and we believe DCC should determine 
what spending is necessary to properly maintain our roads, and then publicly call for this amount from 
government. 
 
2) Parish lengthsmen previously employed by the council to look after our infrastructure have been made 
redundant.   It was the lengthsman’s job to keep drains and buddle holes clear, remove mud from road 
surfaces etc.  Without this essential maintenance, it’s no surprise that roads are falling apart at an alarming 
rate.  Parish councils like ours are now having to consider paying private companies to do some of this 
work, but without meteoric increases in precept, there is no way parishes can afford to pick up all the slack.   
And why should people of modest means in our parish be expected to do so when there are broader 
shoulders elsewhere?  We urge DCC or SHDC to reverse this decision and re-employ lengthsmen.   
 
It is extremely short-sighted not to take proper care of our valuable road network.  Few would argue with 
the assertion that it is more cost effective to conduct routine maintenance, than wait until something is 
broken and have to replace it. 
 
Social Housing 
 
There is a desperate need for truly affordable housing in the South Hams. We appreciate that the district 
council is currently working on the Local Plan for this area, but it will still depend on landowners and 
developers coming forward to deliver on sites, many of which will require only 30% of the housing to be 
‘affordable’.  And even that will not be affordable to most of those who need it.   
 
SHDC has access to financial resources that could be invested in social housing.  Given the un-affordability 
and scarcity of ‘affordable’ housing, social housing is much needed to help the area attract more of its 
young people and families to stay, or return after college.  This would revitalise our ageing demographic 
and bring much needed enterprise to this area.   We also have a growing number of people living in 
caravans, motorhomes and commercial vehicles in this parish, an increase that seems to go hand in hand 
with the declining social housing stock. 
 
Essential Services 
 
Dog waste bins are no longer being emptied sufficiently regularly due to SHDC trying to manage with fewer 
and fewer staff.  And there are threats that funding for public toilets is going to be cut which will result in 
closures.  These are not huge national issues, but they make a real difference to local people and could 
impact on public health.   
 
  



 
 
Youth Services 
 
As with the parish lengthsmen, local councils have made their youth workers redundant over recent 
years.  Our council is joining with neighbouring parishes in trying to pick up the slack.  We now have a 
youth worker shared with other parishes, initially paid for from the SHDC TAP fund, and subsequently, by 
charitable funding with a top-up from parish precept.  The issue is that we have no certainty at all over 
future funding.  It is not at all clear we will be able to continue to provide what should be considered 
essential youth services. 
 
Staverton Parish Council urges SHDC and DCC to feed the hard facts up to central government.  We think 
this should begin with SHDC and DCC consulting formally with its parish councils on the effects of 
austerity.  After all, parish councils are the lowest level of our democracy and closest to the electorate.  By 
compiling a full report for central government cataloguing the effects of austerity on local communities, 
SHDC and DCC will not only be serving their constituencies, but also helping central government make 
properly informed, balanced decisions.   
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Staverton Parish Council 
 
 
 
cc Dr Sarah Wollaston, MP 
 The Rt. Honourable Theresa May, Prime Minister 
 The Totnes Times 


